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Proclaiming and Living Our Faith 
         Course Descriptions
FUNDAMENTAL THEOLOGY
Examines the study of theology and its sources: Scripture and Tradition.  Students explore the role of philosophy in theology, man’s capacity and desire for God, and ways of coming to know God.  Through this course students will study the Church’s teaching on Scripture: the formation of the canon, the concepts of inspiration and inerrancy, and the senses of Scripture.  Students will gain an understanding of sacred Tradition, the role of the Magisterium, and an introduction of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  
SCRIPTURE (I & II)
St. Jerome once said, “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”  This course provides students with a deeper understanding of the living Word of God.  Covering the Old and New Testaments, Scripture is offered in two 6 session courses: Scripture I and Scripture II.
TRINITY
Examines the central mystery of our faith: the Holy Trinity.  Through study of Scripture and philosophy, students will acquire a deeper understanding of the who, what, and why of God.  This course offers students an opportunity to explore the concept of the One God, as well as a more in-depth study of the Divine Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. 
CHURCH HISTORY 
Covers the history of the Church beginning with the life of Christ through the election of Pope Benedict XVI.  This concise study of the Church looks at her triumphs over paganism, the making and unmaking of Christendom, and the church under siege at different points in history.
ECCLESIOLOGY
Offers a study of the origin and destiny of the Church.  In this course students will gain a deeper appreciation of the mystery of the Church, through study of her titles, marks, organization, icons, and reform.   
LITURGY
Examines the role of ritual and celebration, the theology of liturgy regarding times and forms of Catholic liturgy, such as the Rites of Initiation, Eucharist and Lent and the Triduum.  Through this course students will acquire a reflective knowledge and appreciation of the Liturgy.  Students will study the Liturgy’s origin and growth, as well as its theological significance.  
CANON LAW
This course offers a basic overview of the seven books of the Code of Canon Law: General Norms, The People of God, The Teaching Office of the Church, The Sanctifying Office of the Church, The Temporal Goods of the Church, Sanctions in the Church, and Processes.
SPIRITUALITY
Examines spirituality through a Catholic lens.  Beginning with the New Testament and the early Church through the 20th century, this course looks at the progression of Catholic spirituality through the centuries.  Through a study of the lives of the saints, contrasted by heretical movements of the past, students gain an appreciation of the holy ones that have gone before us.
CHRISTOLOGY
Seeks to answer the question who is Jesus Christ?  This course delves into the mysteries of Christ’s life: the Incarnation, his birth and infancy, his baptism and temptation, his words and deeds, his suffering and death, Resurrection, Ascension, and Second Coming.
MORALITY
This course stresses the Christian application of basic ethical norms and values.  The treatment of the Ten Commandments, as given in Part III of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, will serve as a basis for understanding Catholic morality as a lived reality.  Through lecture, discussion, assigned readings, and reflection, this course will examine from a Christological point of view biblical morality along with contemporary moral issues in order to aid in the formation of Christians who desire to live a life of moral virtue at the service of love while striving towards ultimate perfection so that they are able to assist others in their life’s journey.  
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
Examines the seven key themes of Catholic Social Teaching: life and dignity of the human person; call to family, community, and participation; rights and responsibilities; option for the poor and vulnerable; the dignity of work and the rights of workers; solidarity; and care for God’s creation.  Through lecture and discussion students gain a deeper appreciation for the social teachings of the Church as well as practical application in their communities.
PASTORAL THEOLOGY AND PARISH ADMINISTRATION
In this course students will gain an understanding of the administrative aspects of the Church on the parish level.  From development of leadership and facilitation skills, to volunteer management, this course provides insights into efficient and successful parish administrating.

Course Offerings for 2011-2012
These courses are offered by the diocese to all catechists, school teachers and all parishioners. They may be taken for credit or audited. The entire program is offered over a period of three years. To register, contact the Office of Religious Education at 985.850.3144 or email Margaret Vargas at mvargas@htdiocese.org.

Fundamental Theology (6 sessions) 

Dates: August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, September 7, 2011 
Morality (6 sessions) 

Dates: September 14, 28, October 5, 19, 26, November 9, 2011 
Catholic Social Teaching (3 sessions) 

Dates: November 16, 30, December 7, 2011 
Spirituality (6 sessions) 

Dates: February 1, 8, 15, 29, March 7, 14, 2012
