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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me…

for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

                                          Matthew 19:14
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St. Genevieve Catholic Parish
815 Barbier Avenue

Thibodaux, LA 70301

Mission Statement

St. Genevieve Catholic Parish

strives to be a family of Christ-centered people

committed to building God’s kingdom of love and justice

by choosing stewardship as a way of life

and joyfully nurturing spiritual growth

through prayer, worship, education and service.
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                         School of Religious Education
      Welcome
 St. Genevieve Parish School of Religious Education jointly                               shares the responsibility of providing for the spiritual growth of the children of our parish with you, their parents and guardians. We welcome this opportunity to work together, sharing our common goals.  
The goal of religious education or catechesis is "to put people not only in touch, but also in communion and intimacy, with Jesus Christ." The fundamental task of religious education is helping to know, to contemplate, and to celebrate the mystery of Christ. It is a process of deepening our relationship with Christ, and through him, with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
Through study and experience of the gospel message, each person's faith gradually unfolds, so that it is increasingly known, celebrated, lived, and translated into prayer. (General Directory for Catechesis, 80-87, adapted)

 Parent Participation
Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend the Parent Orientation Meeting and other scheduled conferences and/or programs throughout the year. Your support, interest, and encouragement truly affect the attitude of your child. Besides attending programs, another way of showing interest and support is by keeping track weekly of the progress your child is making. A progress report will be issued at the end of each semester.  Please sign and return it promptly. 

Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend all their respective classes as well as all liturgical functions. Children who are absent need to bring a written excuse signed by a parent, guardian, or doctor. Lessons missed have to be made up at home, preferably by the next class date. On the inside cover of each child’s textbook is a list of the dates on which specific lessons have been or will be presented in class. All lessons need to be completed before the child can receive a progress report. 
Excessive absence (3 or more days) will result in a conference with the teacher and/or the DRE to determine the cause and to find ways to increase participation 
in the Religious Education classes. All attendance requirements and class assignments     must be fulfilled for the child to move to the next grade level.
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Children’s Monthly Masses

The Religious Education classes and the St. Genevieve School classes jointly host the Sunday Masses each month. Students in grades K, 1, 3, and 4 host the !0:30 a.m. Mass. Students in grades 5, 6 ,7, and 8  host the 6:00 p.m. Mass. The second grade hosts the First Eucharist Mass. The ninth grade hosts the Religious Education Closing Mass. Mass schedules are listed on the yearly calendar. 
Arrival/Dismissal Policy

Classes begin at 5:30 p.m. Please bring your children to the school no earlier than 5:15 p.m. Drop them off at Family Center, where they will wait, under supervision, until classes start. They are not allowed in a classroom unless a teacher is present.  
Because of the heavy traffic associated with the drop-off and pick-up lines, we discourage students from walking or biking to and from the Religious Education classes. The safety of each child is our primary concern. Parents who allow their children to walk or use bicycles to and from classes must sign a permission slip, available in the front office.  

Students who use bicycles must walk them to the bicycle rack once they arrive on campus. No riding of bicycles is allowed on campus grounds. All students riding bicycles or walking must leave immediately after dismissal. St. Genevieve Church is not responsible for lost, damaged, or stolen personal property. 

Classes end at 7:00 p.m. Please pick up your children no later than 7:15 p.m. by driving through the car line near the St. Genevieve cafeteria. If, for emergency reasons, you need to pick up your child early, come to the front office to sign out and pick up your child. 
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Dress Code Policy
Dress code and personal appearance standards reflect who we are as individuals and as members of a group. Students are asked to dress and groom themselves as individuals with a sense of responsibility and self-respect. They are asked to dress in a manner appropriate to the purpose of the class: education in our faith and experience of Christ’s presence in our lives. 

Thus, the wearing of school uniforms is encouraged and preferred. When school uniforms are not worn, casual dress is acceptable. Because youth fashions change frequently and radically, acceptable or unacceptable casual wear becomes an elusive phrase to define. The following restrictions found in many school dress codes apply: 

Severely low-cut blouses as well as extremely short shorts and mini-skirts are inappropriate for attendance at Religious Education classes. Also, extremely baggy shorts or pants sagging to reveal underwear are inappropriate. Shirts or blouses that have messages which are offensive, threatening, or provocative, or which contain racial slurs or gang-related images are not in keeping with the message of the gospel.

This general overview of acceptable and unacceptable casual wear is not intended to be all-inclusive. Rather, the dress code policy helps set general guidelines for proper casual wear and allows students to make intelligent judgments about articles of clothing not specifically addressed. A good rule of thumb is: When you are not sure if clothing is acceptable, choose something else or inquire first. 

Classroom Rules and Policies 
1. St. Genevieve School is shared by Religious Education students and full-time students at the school. The property should be treated respectfully, because it is for the use of all of us. 
2. Respect for others is necessary, as it is a basic principle of Catholic social teaching: Every human person is created in the image and likeness of God. Therefore, each person’s life and dignity must be respected.
3. Come prepared to grow in your faith. The process of spiritual growth, though simple in design, is a demanding one. It requires that we seek out and listen to God's Word, that we believe His truth, that we live our lives by that truth, and that we embrace the mission of His Church and help others according to the spiritual gifts we have been given.

4. Textbooks, supplies, and assignments play an important role in the effectiveness of our Religious Education program. Bring all the necessary supplies each week: your textbook, pencils, and paper. If work has been assigned at home, bring completed assignments.

5. Lost or damaged textbooks must be replaced by purchasing used or new texts at reduced or current Sadlier prices. 
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Discipline Policy

The discipline policy is designed to create a positive learning environment, a caring community, and a place where students learn to have self-respect and to respect others. The purpose of the policy is to insure that the Religious Education Program is a growth-filled experience for each child. 

Electronic Devices

In order to maintain an attentive classroom atmosphere, students may not bring any electronic devices such as cell phones, ipods, and MP3 players to class. Students who need to contact parents or others for necessary purposes are welcome to use the phones in the office. 

Students who forget to leave electronic devices at home have the option of depositing their device on the teacher’s desk for the duration of the class. If this is not done, it will be confiscated. Parents can then meet with the DRE in the Office of Religious Education on the following day or at a later time in order to pick up the device. Please notify the office in advance of your visit to avoid conflicts in time schedules. 

Stages in the Discipline Process

Quite often, problems which surface in class can be worked out by informal talks between the teacher and the student. When that first stage does not prove effective, other stages in the discipline policy come into effect:

Stage One: Informal Discussions
Teachers and students work out their problems by informal conversations and agreements. 

Stage Two: Verbal Warning
Students are given a verbal warning that a rule is still not being followed. If unacceptable behavior continues after a third warning, a written warning is given.

Stage Three: Written Warning
Students are asked to go to the office for a discussion regarding the unacceptable behavior. They complete the class session in the office, under supervision. Parents receive a written notification that their child was removed temporarily from the classroom. Parents are asked to sign and return the notice with the child at the next class.

Stage Four: Parent Conference
Parents are called and asked to join in a discussion with the student, the catechist, the Religious Education Director, and/or the Pastor. Parents may be required to attend class with their child until behavior improves. 

Stage Five: Suspension
Parents are notified that their child’s participation in the St. Genevieve Religious Education Program has been suspended until behavior becomes acceptable. 
                           On Children
                             Kahlil Gibran
Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself.   They come through you but not from you,
    and though they are with you yet they belong not to you.

You may give them your love but not your thoughts, 
    for they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls,
    for their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, 
    which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.
You may strive to be like them, 
    but seek not to make them like you.
    for life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.

You are the bows from which your children
    as living arrows are sent forth.
The Archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite, 
    and He bends you with His might 
    that His arrows may go swift and far.
Let your bending in the Archer's hand be for gladness;
    for even as He loves the arrow that flies, 
    so He loves also the bow that is stable.

[image: image6.jpg]



PAGE  
7

