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  CONFIRMATION SERVICE PROJECT
What is Confirmation anyway?

Confirmation is one of the three sacraments of initiation. Along with Baptism and the Eucharist, this sacrament incorporates us into the Body of Christ.  Confirmation invites us to be open to the Holy Spirit—open not only to receive the Spirit but also to share the Spirit.

What does this mean?

We are part of a COMMUNITY!!! A world-wide community which has been commissioned to live as Christ!  Service hours are not just about getting them over with; they are about experiencing living and loving as Christ. At the conclusion of Mass, we are told “go in peace to love and serve the Lord”

This is why we are required to experience several types of service.

What is required?

You are required to complete a minimum of 10 hours of service in order to be considered

ready for Confirmation. These hours are broken up into 3 categories:

-4 “Parish” hours

-3 “Family” hours

-3 “Community” hours

What counts for which category?

Parish Service: Parish hours are spent in aiding the parish community of St. Genevieve Church. They focus on being an active member of our parish community. Some examples of this are being an assistant for CCD, helping with parish sponsored events and assisting with parish-sponsored outreach.

Family Service: Family hours have to be OVER AND ABOVE what you NORMALLY do as part of your family responsibilities. If you are always in charge of mowing the lawn, then that doesn’t count for your family service hours. These hours should focus on building up and serving the family. Go out of your comfort zone. Every family is different. Discuss some extra things you can do to serve your family.

Community Service: Community hours should focus on helping the local community. Some examples are volunteering at a nursing home, volunteering for the Food Bank, coaching for Parks and Rec, working with literacy programs, helping with roadside clean-ups, etc.

There can be overlap!!! Sometimes you will have to make a decision which category you want your hours to go towards, this is normal. If you have any questions you can always call the confirmation coordinator or church office.
What are the Service Project Guidelines?

- You cannot accept payment for ANY of your service hours

- You cannot “double-up,” that is, count any of your Confirmation service hours also for school hours, etc and visa versa

- These hours have to be DONE- all of them done- by your first Confirmation class in March! 
Service Project Reflection Paper is due March 13, 2010.
- No hours count before today. 
- Scheduled class time or class activities do not count towards service hours.
- All your service hours need to be logged and signed off on the Service Log attached to this sheet.
- All Confirmation service hours are the candidate’s responsibility NOT the parents! You need to seek out the service opportunities, make the appropriate phone calls and perform the service.

- And finally… You have to write a reflection paper on your service experience.
What are some service ideas?

-Look on the St. Genevieve Church website for a list of suggested service opportunities!!!  Updates to the church calendar will also offer opportunities.
www.stgenevievechurch.com
What exactly is the Service Project Reflection?

- The Reflection needs to be at least one page: typed, double spaced, size 12 font

- All reflections need to be PROOF-READ and TYPED

- Keep notes after each time you serve on the back of the Service Log.
- All projects must be included in the reflection.

- Some things to include will be:

- What did you do?

- Why did you choose the projects you did?

- Who benefited from the experience and how?

- Did you have to prepare for the projects and if so, how?

- How did this experience impact you?

- Was it what you expected? How or how not?

- Etc

Please remember that Confirmation is a serious step. As a student enrolled in Confirmation

preparation, you are responsible for meeting deadlines, getting to places on time, getting answers

to your questions, and being respectful to all group leaders, parents, and fellow teens. If

you take your responsibility seriously and fulfill it to the best of your ability, you will learn and grow a lot in the coming year. If you have a concern about your ability to fulfill the above requirements or feel confused about program expectations, then please contact your confirmation coordinator.
